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Abstract  

 The study adopted descriptive survey research design. Random and 

purposive sampling techniques were adopted and pupils in upper primary 

classes were purposively selected. The paper identifies ‘Repositioning 

Childhood Education for Pupils’ Empowerment and National Development 

through Entrepreneurial Skills’. Two hundred pupils were randomly and 

purposively selected in twenty schools; ten pupils from each school in two 

Local Government Areas; Shomolu and Surulere respectively of Lagos State. 

For data collection, a-ten item self-developed statement questionnaire titled 

‘Repositioning Childhood Education through Entrepreneurial skills’ 

(REETES) was served to respondents. Two research questions and one 

hypothesis guided the study. Descriptive statistics was used to analyse data 

from the two research questions while the hypothesis was tested at 

significance level of 0.05. The internal reliability consistency of 0.70 was 

attained through a test-re-test method. Results show among others that 

entrepreneurial skills help in creation of wealth, helps pupils to be creative 

and independent thinkers. Challenges entrepreneurial skills have include 

among others inadequate funding, inadequate qualified manpower and 

inadequate facilities and equipment. It was recommended among others that 



Government, NGOs and patriotic Nigerians should provide facilities and 

equipment for entrepreneurship skills and Entrepreneurship education 

should be a compulsory course in all teacher education programmes.   
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Introduction  

Empowering citizens for self-reliance is vital for national development 

especially in a developing nation such as Nigeria. Training and empowering 

pupils early in life with requisite entrepreneurial skills is vital for their 

resilience and later economic success. In support, Mole and Dim (2010) posit 

that entrepreneurship equips one with relevant knowledge and skills in a career 

where the individual subsequently becomes an enterprise and contributes to 

national development. 

Entrepreneurial skills will not only help fight against school drop-outs 

and hooliganism but for self-reliance and independence.  In affirmation, 

National Policy in Education (NPE), (2014) states that in the policy 

coordination and monitoring, the Universal Basic Education (UBE) was 

instituted by the Federal Government with stated objectives which include 

among others; reducing the incidence of drop-out from formal school system, 

through improved relevance quality and efficiency, for the learning needs of 

young persons, and for acquiring appropriate life skills for life-long learning.    

Basic education comprises education of children in early childhood 

classes (Pre-primary), primary schools and junior secondary schools aged 0-15 

years. Therefore, basic education to be provided by government shall be 

qualitative and should provide the child with the skills for entrepreneurship and 

wealth generation, raise morally upright children who appreciate the dignity of 

labour and provide opportunities for the child to develop manipulative skills 

(NPE, 2014).  

Acquiring practical skills entails that pupils be equipped with 

vocational and technical skills to be independent in life. Therefore, NPE (2014) 

posits that vocational educational training helps in acquisition of practical, 

attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating to occupations in various 

sectors of life. The goals include: to provide trained manpower in craft, 

advanced craft, provide vocational skills necessary for commercial and 

economic development and make individuals to acquire necessary skills in 
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order to be economic self-reliant.  The vocational enterprise will help pupils 

acquire specialized craftsman skills to compete globally.  

Entrepreneurship entails equipping children with life skills for 

empowerment and intellectual acuity. Abiodun-Oyebanji (2018) states that 

entrepreneurship is derived from French word ‘entreprendre’ which means to 

undertake.  In this vein, Aja-Okorie and Adali(2013) define entrepreneurship 

as the ability of an individual to turn ideas into actions using creativity, risk 

taking, planning and innovations. Also, Adegun (2013) defines 

entrepreneurship education as a means of reducing unemployment   and 

stimulating economic and social growth.  Manish and Sunil (2017) assert that 

entrepreneurship education is the process of acquiring professional application 

of knowledge, attitude, skills and competencies. The researchers reiterate that 

entrepreneurship education is more than teaching pupils how to become 

independent business owners but  creating and nurturing a learning 

environment that promotes entrepreneurial traits and behaviours, such as 

becoming creative and independent thinker, risk taker, assuming responsibility, 

and valuing diversity.  

Onyenekenwa(2007) opines that  entrepreneurship gives zeal and 

capacity to look into investment opportunities, establish and effectively run 

them.  Askun and  Yildirim (2011) state that  entrepreneurship education is 

relevant in early years because it  enhances  the reasoning, problem-solving 

skills and, transferring and  establishing  good practices. The researchers assert 

that the aim of entrepreneurship education is to develop an entrepreneurial 

spirit at early stage in life which helps the individual compete with the labour 

market in life.  Entrepreneurship education helps in self-employment where the 

individual later becomes an employer of labour rather than an employee 

(Ebuara, 2015). Atakpa (2011) states that entrepreneurship education is an 

aspect of education which equips and creates in an individual the attitude to 

undertake the risk of venturing into something new by applying the knowledge 

and skills acquired.   

Entrepreneurship education has many characteristics; creation of 

wealth, innovative and acquisition of skills. In support, Manish and  Sunil 

(2017) outline  the basic characteristics of entrepreneurship education as 

follows: a function of innovation,  a function of fostering leadership, an 

organizational building function,  a function of high achievement,  creation and 

operation of an enterprise, a process of creating value for customers by 

exploiting untapped opportunities, a strong and positive orientation towards 

growth in wealth, knowledge and employment and,  it is concerned with 
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attitudinal change, risk taking abilities and turning idea in to actions among 

others. 

Importance of entrepreneurial education cannot be overstretched; 

individuals are self-reliant, empowered and independent. In affirmation, 

Abiodun-Oyebanji(2018) outlines the importance of entrepreneurship 

education to include among others; creation of new business, creation of jobs, 

increased income, increased business competition, development of technology 

base and, conservation of foreign exchange.  The entrepreneur is a master, a 

manager and is independent. In affirmation, Manish and Sunil (2017) define an 

entrepreneur as an individual who has the ability to turn ideas into action. Such 

ideas include; creativity, innovation and risk taking, as well as the ability to 

plan and manage projects in order to achieve objectives. Awe (2008) posits 

that an entrepreneur is an individual who is innovative, has developed business 

activities that are or not in existence, and utilizes opportunities, is inventive, 

proactive and full of business ideas.  Singh and Sharma (2011) postulate that 

an entrepreneur takes risks, organises, coordinates and uses money and 

resources through rendering services or production to make wealth.  

Entrepreneurship programmes come in different forms. In affirmation, 

Abiodun-Oyebanji(2018) outlines the forms of entrepreneurship programmes 

to include; awareness education; a state of making people know  of the 

existence of the programme, start-up programme education; a situation where 

individuals or group of people begin the entrepreneurship programme and,  

education for entrepreneurship dynamism; a situation where the assurance 

measures are put in place to enable an individual start a business successfully. 

Austerity measures and economic meltdown has proved that pupils 

should be equipped with requisite skills for self economic-reliance and 

independence.  Moreover, in yester years, vocational activities like basket 

making, broom weaving, bead making, mat making and weaving in different 

shapes and kinds, among others were conveniently carried out by pupils in 

most primary schools. Pupils go to school with the raw materials and joyfully 

engage in them during craft activities. These days, such trends are gradually 

fading away in most primary schools.  Neglecting the impact such skills have 

lain in pupils then are quite worrisome. In affirmation, Undiyaundele and 

Ekpungu (2015) posit that entrepreneurial education has the ability to impact 

on the growth and development of an enterprise through technical and 

vocational training. 

Exposing children to skills acquisition lays good foundation and 

empowerment for adult living. Therefore, Gormley, Philips and Dawson 

(2005); Rolnick and Grunewald (2003) posit that early childhood education 
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has a positive influence in the important domains of children’s development; 

physical, cognitive, language and social-emotional in later years of 

development. Also, Pramling- Samuelsson and Wagner (2012) state that 

lifelong learning begins at birth and the learning experiences children receive 

during early years will provide lasting benefits during adult stage.  NPE (2014) 

states that among the laid objectives of primary education are; to lay sound 

basis for critical and reflective thinking, develop manipulative skills that will 

enable the child function effectively in the society.   

High level of unemployment of youths which has resulted into rampant 

ritual killings, abductions, social unrest and varied vices calls for skills 

acquisition for Nigerian citizens. Such skills acquisition will pave way for their 

self-employment where white collar jobs are not readily available. There is 

urgent need to reposition childhood education via entrepreneurial skills to 

expose pupils early to skills acquisition in order to combat poverty and 

unemployment among others.  However, teachings most people receive are 

theory-oriented. The practical aspects of most teaching are swept under the 

carpet due to certain hitches. In support, Undiyaundele and Ekpungu (2015) 

assert that one of the problems of repositioning entrepreneurial ship is that 

education in Nigeria addresses only the output end of capacity development 

solving problems and leave the input challenges. Also, Osibanjo (2006) asserts 

that Nigeria’s education curricula lay emphasis more on graduating for white 

collar-jobs than on self-employment. Therefore, Oli (2000) opines that to 

ensure a positive future for Nigeria, the youth who are believed to be the future 

leaders of the country should be well equipped with vital skills to drive the 

economy forward.  

Many other challenges of entrepreneurship education abound especially 

in a developing nation like Nigeria. Therefore, Abiodun-Oyebanji(2018)asserts 

that threatening factors abound in successfully setting-up of entrepreneurship 

education which among others include; inadequate funding, poor planning, 

inadequate qualified manpower, inadequacy of infrastructural facilities, and 

equipment, too much theory emphases, lack of research support and linkages, 

and faulty foundations. In the same vein,  Offorma, Egbe and Eze (2012) assert 

that inadequate facilities and equipment for teaching the practical aspect of 

entrepreneurial education poses a great challenge to its industrialization drives 

and curbing of poverty in Nigeria. As well, Ekpeyong postulates that 

entrepreneur development programmes in Nigeria are always brief and poor 

where a number of trainers hurriedly gather trainees and hurriedly train and 

give resource materials without follow-up activities on progress reports.  

Repositioning Childhood Education for Pupils’ Empowerment and National  Development 

through Entrepreneurial Skills in Selected Upper Primary Schools in Lagos, Nigeria 

 



National development entails that standard of living is enhanced. A 

developed nation provides the following for her citizens: infrastructures, child-

friendly schools devoid of danger and hazards, steady power supply, security 

of lives and properties among others. In support, Abiodun- Oyebanji posits that 

national development helps improve the social welfare of citizens and provides 

packages such as; quality education, pipe-borne water, good and accessible 

roads, improved transportation, good medical care and facilities, good 

infrastructures among others. In the same vein, Aja-Okorie and Adali(2013) 

posit that a thriving economy requires a greater number of citizens who are 

willing to become entrepreneurs and innovators in different facets of life. The 

researchers reiterate that Nigeria’s number of challenges can only be met if her 

citizens are innovative well-educated entrepreneurs who despite their 

disciplines have the spirit of thinking in new creative ways.  

 

Statement of the problem 

Developing nations with youths who are not skilled in entrepreneurial 

and technical skills are bound to have high rate of unemployment and the 

resultant effects are social menace, social unrest, poverty, killings and, 

abductions among others. Therefore, when there are such lacks of effective and 

functional entrepreneur education, the effects are high rate of unemployment, 

dwindling economy and high austerity rate. Entrepreneurial skills equip pupils 

for independence, to make wealth, to be resilient and self-reliant. However, 

lack of infrastructure, requisite technical personnel, and theory-oriented 

teachings, poor planning, misuse of funds, lack of funding among others 

hinders effective industrialisation and promotion of entrepreneurial skills. If 

sound entrepreneurial skills are laid at foundational level from primary 

schools, the skills acquired will help the pupils with the tenets of 

entrepreneurial demands as they climb the academic ladder and, such 

individuals are equipped with life skills and invariably will be employers of 

labour and subsequent contributors on the long run to national development. In 

support,  Abiodun- Oyebanji posits that national development helps improve 

the social welfare of citizens and provides packages such as; quality education, 

pipe-borne water, good and accessible roads, improved transportation, good 

medical care and facilities, good infrastructures among others. 

It is therefore on the above backdrop that this study identifies 

repositioning childhood education for pupils’ empowerment and national 

development through entrepreneurial skills in selected upper primary schools 

in Lagos, Nigeria.   
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Purpose of study 
  The main purpose of study is to reposition childhood education for 

pupils’ empowerment and national development through entrepreneurial skills. 

Therefore, the study: 

1. Identifies  the extent   repositioning childhood education  through 

entrepreneurial skills will help in pupils’ empowerment and national 

development  

2. Identifies the challenges of repositioning childhood education through 

entrepreneurial skills for pupils’ empowerment and national development 

 

Research questions 
The following research questions guide the study: 

1. To what extent will repositioning childhood education through 

entrepreneurial skills help in pupils’ empowerment and national development? 

2. What are the challenges of repositioning childhood education through 

entrepreneurial skills for pupils’ empowerment and national development? 

 

Hypothesis 

Ho1: There is no significant relationship between entrepreneurial skills in 

childhood education and national development 

 

Methodology  

The study adopted a survey descriptive research design with a total 

population of two hundred (200) pupils in selected upper public primary 

schools in Shomolu and Surulere of Lagos, Nigeria. Twenty (20) schools were 

randomly selected from the two LGAs. Ten (10) pupils in upper primary 

classes were randomly and purposively selected in each school. The 

instruments titled “Repositioning Childhood Education through entrepreneurial 

skills” (RECTES) were subjected for face and content validity by experts in 

Childhood Education and Measurement and Evaluation. Two research 

questions in a ten-item statement were used to elicit information from 

respondents. One hypothesis at a significance level of 0.05 was also tested to 

determine the relationship between entrepreneurial skills in Childhood 

education and National Development using Pearson Moment Correlation. Test-

retest reliability was utilized to determine the reliability of the instruments. The 

internal reliability consistency was at 0.70. A four-point Likert scale was used 

to elicit information in the order of Strongly Agreed(SA), Agreed (A), Strongly 

Disagreed(SD) and, Disagreed (D). Mean points of 2.5 and above were 
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accepted. Data collected were analysed using descriptive statistics such as 

percentages and mean.  

Analyses of data  

 

Research question 1: To what extent will repositioning childhood education 

through entrepreneurial skills help in pupils’ empowerment and national 

development? 

 

Table 1: The extent repositioning childhood education through 

entrepreneurial skills helps in pupils’ empowerment and national 

development 
S/

N 

ITEMS S A A S D  D N MEA

N 

DECIS

ION 

1.  Entrepreneurial 

skills help in 

creation of wealth 

76(38%

) 

85(42.5

%) 

15(7.5%

) 

24(12%

) 

200 3.06 Accept  

2.  Entrepreneurship 

gives zeal and 

capacity to look 

into investment 

opportunities 

105(52.

5%) 

68(34%

) 

18(9%) 9(4.5%) 200 3.34 Accept  

3.  Entrepreneurial 

skills help in 

creation of new 

business and jobs 

69(34.5

%) 

88(44%

) 

28(14%

) 

15(7.5%

) 

200 3.05 Accept  

4.  Entrepreneurial 

skills help the 

individual compete 

with the labour 

market in life 

72(36%

) 

95(47.5

%) 

13(6.5%

) 

20(10%

) 

200 3.09 Accept  

5.  Entrepreneurial 

skills help pupils to 

be  creative and   

independent 

thinkers 

96(48%

) 

75(37.5

%) 

19(9.5%

) 

10(5%) 200 3.28 Accept  

 Grand mean                                                                                3.16 

 

Results: Table 1; Items 1-5 which identifies the extent repositioning 

childhood education through entrepreneurial skills helps for pupils’ 

empowerment and national development has a high respondent percentage. 

Item 1 which states that Entrepreneurial skills help in creation of wealth has a 

mean score of 3.06; item 2 which states that Entrepreneurship gives zeal and 

capacity to look into investment opportunities has a mean score of 3.34 while 
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item 3 which states that Entrepreneurial skills help in creation of new business 

and jobs has a mean score of 3.05. Also, item 4 which states that 

Entrepreneurial skills help the individual compete with the labour market in 

life  has a mean score of 3.09 while item 5 which states that  Entrepreneurial 

skills help pupils  to be creative and  independent thinkers  has a mean score of 

3.28. The grand mean of 3.16 affirms the claims more.   

Research question 2: What are the challenges of repositioning childhood 

education through entrepreneurial skills for pupils’ empowerment and national 

development? 

 

Table 2: The challenges of repositioning Childhood Education through 

entrepreneurial skills for pupils’ empowerment and national development  
S/N ITEMS S A A  S D D N MEA

N 

DECI

SION 

6.  Entrepreneurial skills 

face the challenge of 

inadequate funding 

89(44.5

%) 

75(37.5%) 22(11%) 14(7%) 200 3.19 Accep

t  

7.  Entrepreneurial skills 

face the challenge of 

inadequate qualified 

manpower 

67(33.5

%) 

79(39.5%) 28(14%) 26(13%) 200 2.93 Accep

t  

8.  Poor and brief 

training without 

follow-up activities 

on progress made 

affects 

entrepreneurial 

programmes in 

Nigeria  

76(38%

) 

67(33.5%) 32(16%) 25(12.5%) 200 2.97 Accep

t  

9.  Inadequate facilities 

and equipment for 

teaching the practical 

aspect of 

entrepreneurial 

education poses a 

great challenge to its 

industrialization 

drives 

65(32.5

%) 

84(42%) 36(18%) 15(7.5%) 200 2.91 Accep

t  

10.  Theory-oriented 

teaching poses 

hitches to 

entrepreneurial skills  

83(41.5

%) 

64(32%) 25(12.5

%) 

28(14%) 200 3.01 Accep

t  

 Grand mean                                                         3.00 

 

Results: Table 2; items 6-10 which identifies the challenges of repositioning 

childhood education through entrepreneurial skills for pupils’ empowerment 

and national development has high respondents’ percentage agreement. Item 6 
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which states that Entrepreneurial skills face the challenge of inadequate 

funding has a mean score of 3.19; item 7 which states that Entrepreneurial 

skills face the challenge of inadequate qualified manpower has a mean score of 

2.93 and item 8 which states that Poor and brief training without follow-up 

activities on progress made affects entrepreneurial programmes in Nigeria has 

a mean score of 2.97. Item 9 which states that Inadequate facilities and 

equipment for teaching the practical aspect of entrepreneurial education poses 

a great challenge to its industrialization drives has a mean  2.91 while item 10 

which states that Theory-oriented teaching poses hitches to entrepreneurial 

skills has a mean score is 3.01. The grand mean of 3.00 also has high 

affirmation to the claims.  

 

Discussions of findings 
Data gathered from items 1-5 showed a high agreement percentage that 

Entrepreneurial skills help in creation of wealth, gives zeal and capacity to 

look into investment opportunities, and helps pupils to be creative and 

independent thinkers among others. In affirmation, Okereke and  Okorofor 

(2011) posit that entrepreneurship education is a potent and viable tool for self-

empowerment, job and wealth creation. 

Also, data gathered from items 6-10 has high respondents’ affirmation 

that Entrepreneurial skills face the challenge of inadequate funding, faces the 

challenge of inadequate qualified manpower and Inadequate facilities and 

equipment for teaching the practical aspect of entrepreneurial education poses 

a great challenge to its industrialization drives among others. In support, 

Abiodun-Oyebanji(2018)asserts that threatening factors abound in successfully 

setting-up of entrepreneurship education which among others include; 

inadequate funding, poor planning, inadequate qualified manpower, 

inadequacy of infrastructural facilities, and equipment, too much theory 

emphases, lack of research support and linkages, and faulty foundations. 

 

 

Hypothesis  

Ho1: There is no significant relationship between entrepreneurial skills in 

childhood education and National development 
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Table 3: The relationship between entrepreneurial skills in childhood 

education and National development  

Variables Mean SD N DF Cal- Value Tab- Value Decision 

Entrepreneurial skills 

in childhood education 
1.72 0.84 

200 199 

8.91 

1.96 Rejected 

National development  2.28 0.29   

 

Table 3: In table 3, the Cal-value of 8.91 is significant since it is higher than 

the critical t-value of 1.96. Pearson Moment Correlation was used to calculate 

the variables; entrepreneurial skills and National development with mean 

scores of 1.72 and 2.28 and standard deviation of 0.84 and 0.29 each. This 

implies that the null hypothesis which denotes that there is no significant 

relationship between entrepreneurial skills in childhood education and national 

development was rejected. Therefore, there is a significant relationship 

between entrepreneurial skills in childhood education and national 

development.  

 

Conclusion  

Entrepreneurial skills are inevitable skills for national development. 

Pupils who are skilled are exposed to wealth creation, critical thinking, self-

reliance and making wise independent decisions. Exposing pupils to 

entrepreneurial skills will not only make them enterprises but to contribute 

positively to national development on the long run.  

 

Recommendations  
The following recommendations are found worthwhile based on the 

findings of the study: 

1. Facilities  and equipment for entrepreneurship skills should be made 

available for pupils in primary schools by the Government, NGOs  and 

patriotic Nigerians  to encourage entrepreneurial skills 

2. Entrepreneurship education should be a compulsory course in all 

teacher education programmes to have qualified technical manpower to teach 

pupils in school 

3. Industrial training(IT) on entrepreneurial skills should be part of all 

teacher education programmes 

4. Practical-oriented seminars and workshops should be regularly 

organised for teachers and pupils  to enhance their competencies in 

entrepreneurial skills 
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5. Trainers should always do a follow-up on progress achievement of 

trainees for a quite period  of time 
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